 35th  ANNUAL  INTERNATIONAL  BLUES  CHALLENGE
Memphis, TN  -  January 22 – January 26,  2019
September, 2018
To All Area Bands:
What:  The 20th Annual Kalamazoo Blues Competition to select a band to represent our area in Memphis January 22nd  - January  26th  at the 35th Annual International Blues Challenge held by the Blues Foundation.  The Foundation only accepts acts that have won a local competition sponsored by an affiliate organization.  It is truly an experience of a lifetime for any musician!
When:  The local competition will be held on Sunday,  October 21st.
Where:  The host venue will be Shakespeare's Pub (lower level) at 241 Kalamazoo Avenue in Kalamazoo.

Time:  The starting time will be determined when we know how many bands are competing.  Participating bands will be notified of who is in the competition and what their set time is.  Sound is provided at this club.

Deadline:  The application to compete must be received by Saturday, September 29th.

 Eligibility:  Only acts in southwest Michigan will be considered.  This area includes Muskegon, Lansing, Jackson, and Benton Harbor.  Only existing working bands should apply ... no "all-star" bands can be created for this competition.  Our maximum number of entries is eight.  We will need at least four (4) bands to enter to hold this competition.  
Scoring:  This competition will use the Memphis scoring system -  https://www.blues.org/#ref=ibc_scoring. It is our goal to rotate our judges every year.
Funding:       The KVBA will contribute $1,000 toward the expenses of the winning band.  The International Blues Challenge in Memphis has been expanded to four days of competition - if your band makes it all the way to the finals.  Going to Memphis will require some creative fundraising.
If you have any questions concerning the competition or any of this information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Dennis Massingill, Event Coordinator, KVBA
dmass55@aol.com

(269) 694-4530

